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RIGHTS OF MAN, 

&C&C. 



The bond of uman, in every civilized society^ is 
mutual benefit ; — and mutual benefit is^ or ought to 
r be^ the object of all law^ and of every regulation 
of those who are set in authority^ for the purpose of 
watching o ver^ protecting, and providing the means^ 
by which it maybe most effectually extended^ and 
difiiised^ throughout every rank of the community. 
Hence, the greatest extension of national and ra- 
tional liberty, has been defined to be, ^ the liberty 
to do every good, divested of the power to do 
harm.'' 

It is clear, then, that a// law should tend to the 
establishment, I»t)motion, and protection, of univer- 
sal mutual benefit ; and that the rulers of a coun- 
try have no right to enact laws, but with this object 

A 3 



kept primarily in view ; and that the consent of 
a national community to obey the laws enacted/ 
must arise from the consideration^ that their wel- 
fare and advantage have been consulted^ and are to 
be promoted thereby. It is true, that in every na- 
tion there are^ ^nd ever will be^ a variety of clash- 
ing and jarring interests* The competition of 
manufacturers and tradesmen; the interests of 
workmen and masters; of the grower of the pro- 
duce of the earth, and the consumers of it, must 
frequently run hard at each other ; and laws an^ re- 
gidations, to protectliie one from the predonnnance 
of the other, wiB be regarded by one party as but 
bare justfce, and by ttte other as oppressive ; but 
it is not any local deviation from the general rule 
that will destroy its eflScacy, or undermine its prin- 
ciple; for, undeir all these descrepaacies, Ae bene- 
fit of Die community may, nevertheless, be oon- 
milted in its most applicable and extmded sense. 

It foHows, then, that Ikere are Rights which »e 
beyond all law. Rights, of which even civilised 
society has no cognizance, except to protect; and. 
which, from their veiy nature. Be completely beyond 
the pale of tegislativ* jurisdictfoB. TTiese are, *fe 
Hights tf ctmscienee, and the Riffkts €f iodUfy 
freedom: For the first of Aese, its possessor is 
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ineprpoi^ kindy tib9.t its free^ intenial nae^ caoBQJt 
lie restorftwpd hj ft^ ppwer of man : but with rer 
gait) to i^ Q^Tyrr^itii KgoT^ to the iptight of bo^ 
dily freedom, it$ vay exercise, in evpry degree, 
yi^iatber small or g^^t^ ifiyolvies a publicity of acr 
tJkm, tbat ipust be see^and perceived, must be fel|: 
m^ uofl^f^Qo^, by 9I} Yfho Gpmp in copiacl: witb 
its pfltteoce. Tbis freedom is the birffiright of 
mms 99 * mqanber o£ iiifd grai^ jE|mi}y. 9f ti?te biir 
Hdai^ nace ; the ffR. of hii^ leaker, sept dowi^ 6:919 




mA l^pt ifx £qiibj$ctip|i to the best ^f pmrpojses^ by 
'the i;!^oii fvjth wbii^h hie is en4owie4; it iisf |j^ 
b^t ap4 brigbtest gism that adorjjis b)s ^^^Jien ooa- 
dslioii h ^ Htl»e^}e wprld;rr-%t wbipli ^k^^p 
m^^ lifs tplc9?$tl4e, or ji^^irable ; £pj: ipthotit free- 
dopi, U/Sb is a blot, ajcid existeuce bjut a oaipew 

SofiJily fp^dpip is ^ Plight, i^hipb no ^oan has a 
*rjight j[)9 prpbibit^ .91* i^W^9 whilst its ^xercise i^ 
kept witbfn suc^ t^qds, as pot to ini^ei^r^ ijirith 
j^ie ii%fajt9 4>f others!. I^eitiiier ]K^ig or P^ljament, 
)LiQgH4afa>r or J^dge^ IV^oe fff JgL€fmbdio9% ca^ 
^im) any th^)g, eii^cyr w nature ^r n^fuson; that will 
justijfy or poii^jb^iaQee ai» i^Jng^OH^nt of naJti^ral 
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fireedom. Our ancestors were sufficiently aware <tf 
ihe value, the inestimable value^ of this divine bles- 
sing; they strove^ ^and were foiled ;~t]iey fought^ 
and were conquered ;— but from every combat avose 
without dismay^ witii new courage^ and invigorated 
determination^ and at last achieved the victory ; a 
victory^ of whidi we now reap the blessed efl^ts ; 
effects that ought to cause their posterity to look 
with enthusiasm to thehr battle-field graves^ as ev«* 
lasting monuments and witnesses of their zeal for 
Hkt cause of freedom and of right. By them^ deatii 
was regarded as a mercy^ compared witii the al* 
t^mative of being the slave of a tynmt The law 
agsdnst which th^ contended^ was the law of un- 
Kmited individual power; a law^ which no one 
has a right to enact^ and no one ought to have tiie 
auiiiority to enforce. To have the power of hfe, 
and of )imb^--« power which may be influenced in 
its application by avarice, vanity, pride, envy, ha- 
tred, and all the bad passions of human natiu^, is 
a trust too great to be put into the hands of anv, 
even tiie best of men ; hence the great Author of 
all power has given us a law, and in ike regolation 
and exercise Df authority, has enjoined us to *^love 
our neighbour as ourselves, and to do unto others 
as we would that otii^rs should do unto us;"— two 
golden roles, that stare the oppressor in ti)^ foce. 
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^t convict him of injustice, and witl^ one ck^, 
bring him as a trembling culprit to Hie bar of his 
Maker and his Judge. Having exercised the law 
of power, or rather the abuse of that law, he slmU^ 
in justice, be judged by it in return; and duA 
find that the measure he meted so unsparingly, 
shall be dreadfully measured out as his portion 
^ again. 

What, then, must every considerate man, who 
has the feelings of a man, think, when he tums^is 
eyes to our Colonies in the West Indies, and re- 
flects on their state? Can he contemplate them for 
a moment, and contrast them with the benefits of 
the British Constitution, and not fed that his very 
Mood boils witiiin his heart at iheir condition? 
That the British constitution, the cradle offi^dom> 
—that the British laws, tiie growth of that finse^ 
dom,--should in any way be combined in supporting 
the unlimited power of tyranny^ and in perpetuat* 
ing the degradation oi Skwertfy is an anomaly 
which future generations will in vain endeavour 1^ 
reconcile, and, for which, a reason will never be 
found to exist. 

The questibn (^ West Indian Slavety, has. now 
been continually agitated for many years l^ 
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tbe homantty of tboae^ wbp Mve S^)$^ H^ i^iv^a^ 
4Qpe to our Mpw]|»0Q; bnt:» wbfta th^y b^e be^ 
mpported by ibe giMad bdwail^ of r^Mpip^ reU" 

ji&d o|;^^y bfty^ b0e^ uodp^iingly poured iw th^ 
beadf ;--tbe ¥ery tbj^f lender, ccmdemBafioii^ aii^ 
the mal^bctor c^t tba g»Uoii|rs> have beeu spared 
opprobrium^ in comparispn with the Friend pf the 
Negro Slave : and when the principle, of Slavery 
could no lo%er be defended^ t^very Brti&ce that 
nvsorice or ingenuity could iiivent, has been made 
use o^ to lull the public mind into qinetudoj^ 
under the pretence^ that the condition of the £9ave 
in the West Indies^ is better than that of th^ 
paaswt in England ! — What! is the onier (^things, 
so completely tmmed upside down^ lliat iSlaveiy 
basbeccwaprrferable to Freedom? Isbejnggroqud 
down to the v^ bwder of deadi by upcompeosated 
labour^ and flogged to death with tfa^ c»rt-whip c^t 
Ae wiU of ai^other^ to be preferred to l^yiqg wdiNr 
the prptec^09 of wboleispme laws ? Ar^ the ?undf 
and feetiigiisi of men so completely oha^pfged^ m tbe 
West Indies^ as to make so monstroas w afiis^rtion 
credible ? Oh^ ^ tell it not in, Oath^" for no man 
will regard it as better than ^^ a refuge of lies that 
^hafl be destroy^" If $u)sh a stajte of tbii^ does 
really exist,^if it can really be supporlted by thff 
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evidence of facts^ why do not these West Indian 
Planters^ who are proverbial for never being be- 
hind where their own interest is concerned;— why 
do they not^ I say^ exert their interest, and elo- 
quence^ to persuade some of their countrymen, who 
are so poor and needy, that they might envy the 
condition of their Negroes, to become their Slaves ? 
We know they are in want of Slaves, — we know 
that the effect of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
(as far as it has been abolished,) and the ill-treat- 
ment the slaves have received, has been such, that 
scarcely a sufficient number is left upon the islands, 
to work the estates. Why then not replenish their 
ranks^ from the superabundant population athoi^e? 
There are thousands of Scotch, Irish, and English, 
who, with a far less sum than the purchase of a 
Slave requires, have emigrated to the settlements 
in America, New Holland, Van Dieman's Land, 
and the Cape ; and there are thousands more who^ 
wiiliout any premium, besides a rational certainty 
of bettering their condition, would be glad to leave 
the land of their nativity^ to support the falling 
hopes an^ ^rtunes of these tyrants of the West 
Why, then, T^qpeat, do they not try the experi- 
jBient? Because they know in thfiir hearts the 
assertion u false ; ^vA because they know,ibal 
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misery and slavery are so Joseparably connected, 
that the most destitute Briton would resent such a 
proposal, with the scorn and contempt it would 
deserve ; and could never be persuaded to surren- 
der his freedom to the will and caprice of a tyrant, 
whose interest and avarice must ever be at variance 
with his comfort and peace. 

But let us for a moment look at the state of the 
question at home. In England, a deprivation of 
freedom^ and punishment, are s3monymous expres- 
sions. The labour of prison discipline, and the re- 
straint of personal liberty, is regarded by us as a 
sufficient punishment for the majority of crimes re- 
gistered in the calendars of our judicial courts; 
while, in the West Indies, deprivation of liberty, 
combined with labour the most unremitting and se- 
vere, that can be borne by the bones and sinews of 
a human being, is to be regarded as a subject of 
envy, smd a blessing! Such a contradictory state 
of thingSji can never in reality exist or consist with 
truth; and the only conclusion we can therefore 
come to, is, that Freedom is misery, and Liberty 
a curse, or the assertion before us is a lie ! I know 
this expression will not be very suitable to the pa- 
late of those to whom it may apply ; but the conse- 
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quence of tiie reasoniBg is inevitabkj^ and I fearlessly 
use it^ as a surgeon uses the probe to reach to the 
bottom of .a wound> as the most rational means 
of attempting a cure- 

In our views of the situation of the West Indian 
Slave, we have almost invariably regarded him as 
a degraded member, but still, as a member of ci- 
vilized society ; and seeing in our own land the fa- 
cility with which every grievance is redressed, and 
(he wide scope that is given to the administration of 
justice, in behalf even of the most indigent and poor, 
we have found it hard to believe that a society could 
exist, enduring and inflicting the enormities that 
have been charged to the Planters, or their agents, 
as practised upon their slaves : but the truth is, 
the slaves are not a part of civilized society at all ; 
they are governed only by the law of power ; a law 
that confers no benefit upon tliem whatever, but that 
subjects them to humiliating degradation of mind, 
and interminable corporeal inconvenience. No bond 
of mutual benefit whatever exists between him 
and his master ; he is a subject, because he is 
obliged to be so ; and a slave, because he cannot 
prevent it I will put it to the most unreasonable, 
whether there ever was such a monstrous thing as a 
compact willingly entered into between two parties. 
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wk^ the benefit should be all on <me side^ and the 
pein and labour on the other ;— or whether any man 
wonld^ were he able to prevent it, enter hM^o.aa 
engagement, that would place him in such adi- 
lemma? Yet such is the condition of the Slave; 
and fear for the present^ or dread for the fiitore^ 
are the only motives that can stimidate him to obe^ 
dience. 

What, tken, is it we hear of, when we are told 
of iasiffKCtioiB and rebellions in tte West Indies^ 
for which hundreds are shot, hung, and gibbeted^ 
ia the breach of a law which never protected tiiem, 
and in the benefits of which they wore never al- 
lowed to participate ? Nothing can be nMure evi- 
dent than, that, if the slave-master will rule his 
slave by the law of power, — (which must ever be 
the case where slavery exists, for no man is a slave 
willingly,) the Slave has a r^^ to make use of the 
taw of power in return. When the master is strcM^- 
est, the slave must submit ; and when the sIovb is 
strongest, the master must suffer the eflbcts of his 
contumacy. Why, then, are we so contiaigJly 
told of the sai^uinary diis^osition, and Mood-thirrty 
Gfuelty of the Slave? If it be proper to resort to 
the law of power at aU^ (which I des^,) surely tilie 
jnaster has enj^ed hffi faH isfaare of ite iprivttc^ j 
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surely it is become high time for the Skive to tdc0 
1m timi> without being branded^ when itteuq^tiug 
it^ by emy term of deg^radatioo^ that rage and ma* 
lioe CBH invent Nor^ tt|>on an impluftiai iteView of 
. ttfe question^ wiH any rdaei^nable man, I apprehend^ 
be disposed to aver, that such a retribution would 
be beyond the strict bounds of impartial jtistice4 
It is galling to the feelings of a man to be obliged 
to look at the question in such a point of view> but 
that IS die fiildt of tibol^ who have pkoed ittiiere> 
and not mine, who onlydddneate it jmt as it is* 

To flhffitrate tbis> let us suppose one q£ these 
West Indian Planteirs, residihg in England^ is met 
on tte^higfaway by a man> who> in the wual terms 
of peremptory challenge, demands his ^mon^, or 
his life." He is in a country where the laws would 
protisct hiB^ but unlbrtauHately, at the m6meat, out 
of thdr operation ;— ^he cannot reach th^di, and they 
cannot ilaye him ; bu^ according to his owik doo- 
ti^e, as pmctioaHy preached to his slaves^ his op- 
ponent has the law ^ power in his hands, and he 
must sulnnit to the alternative ;-^ho wever willing,-^ 
however able^^^-he has no r^t to resist^ thou^ he 
itaay be first robbed, and then murdered, at the wilt 
of his tyrant ; or, if he does> it is only to earn to 
hifnfielfth^ tities of a vfllain^ a rebel, and a blood- 
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dursty (fisturber of the peaoe^ wkh all tbe:Coiise- 
quences that the actual posseasdon of i»ttch a cha^ 
racter would entail upon him. Such is the parallel ;. 
look at it, and blush^ ye who have formed Ihe wigi- 
nal^ and given occasion to the portrait; hold it u|p> 
in the light of the sun-beams of truths and say if it 
be not a Ifteness ! 

Unprotected^ then^ as the. Slave is by law ;— upoa 
tiie principles of natural right and justice, the-alle-r 
giaikse he owes to the law, is nothing. He i3 out 
of its pale on every hand,— he is not a member of 
chriUzed society, — and, consequently, bas ^ right 
to lid hiH»elf of the chains .of his bondage, in whs^t- 
eiver manner, at whatever time, alid as soon a3 h^ 
can. 

Though I speak it with the most poignant feelings 
of shame, that my country is engaged in any system 
that bears with its principles such inevitable trpflis, 
I must still say, that as long as his present state 
continues, the Slave has a rijght to rebel ;--4io moral 
guilt whatever, that I see, can possibly attach to 
him, for attempting to assert what is the univcs^ 
birthright of mankind, or for claiming to himself 
the rijfkt and lordship of Us own body. Let it m>t 
be supposed that I would provoke rebellion in the 
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Slave, or encourage that in him^ whidi, if he had 
a participation in the protection of the laws, aa, 
well as in their penalties, Would constitute sedition; 
-r-but as jfar as regards him, such words are idle ; — 
and sedition, defection, insubordination, and a)le- 
giance, are terms equally devoid of meaning, as ; 
&r w they regard the jwtice and right of his case ; 
a justice and right, which, it is true, has been 
allowed to.be destroyed by this country, but which 
destruction, never had Hie positive and direct sancr 
tion of an English Act of Parliament We have 
been told that the English Law reaches so effectu-; 
ally to these colonies, that there is no other, in many 
cases, by which the Negro is protected j a true, but . 
most specious assertion, for it is equally true tiiat 
tbc^ isno law to protect them at all The Colo- 
nists have attempted to calm the public mind by; 
such insinuations, but they well know that the En- 
glish common law has no effect there;— they well 
know if it had, there would not, at this moment, be 
a sdave to htiW his neck to the collar, or to give hi^ 
back to the smiter : — ^they well know, tlmt if once 
the law of this land carried the Habeas Corpus Act. 
to the West Indies, it would instantly dash asun- 
der every fetter, and every chain, that binds the 
slave to the will of his master, and lowers him to 

Hie condition of a reptile and a brute. 

B 



18 

We have heard of Meliorating Acts to better the 
Condition of the Slave^ and yet the Slave remains in 
ad bad a condition as ever. The public mind has 
been amused by their ostensible and specious ap- 
pearance^ but we have seen enough of them ;-*t^y 
are afl a nM>ckery^— a shadow withouttlie leagt tanr 
gibilify of substance^— an insult to the wrongs tjiey 
profess to redress ;— and, indeed, were we to sup- 
pose fliem aHenacted in the' strictest i^uit of sin* 
cerity, they woold still be far short of what Jmtrcfe^ 
sAcftSD Justice requires, a:nd imperiously demands. 
Itiafreecfomy &s\d freedom cUone, that can present 
any thi^ better than the shadow oF compensation 
to the much-injured Slave. Compensation, did I 
say ?— how can a fife of freedom, and even of ease^ 
and luxury for the future, be any eompenaaiwn for 
the yetts of misery that are past!— What can atone 
for the deep groans and agonizing feelings tiiat are 
registered on high, and call, not for campensation 
onfy,— but for vengeance ;—vei^eance from him 
wiio hafli shaken the islands they inhabit, wHfi his 
eiartiiquake, and shewn his power in the tornado ; 
wfiio points us to his knowledge of Iheir gdltt> as 
]niMnnl>ed in the temple of God by his own Omnipo- 
tent fingers :— * Thy brother's blood crieth unto me 
from fihe ground,— vengeance is mine, — ^I will re- 
pay," 
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And:ir<M^ oompensalkm can be given or oflbred 
to tbose^ who may indeed be emf^aticaUy said to 
liave escaped from the land of their fsoMtoms, and 
noiy^ ^ rQ9t from their labours ?" Tkey bs» already 
t^yond tb^ i^eaeh q£ dl human kinds^s^ sunk 
*doii^ b#neath the acoumiilated'pressnreof fetigiie^ 
dtisaft^ and misery^ and w^mt^— they no longer^ 
j)6ed our efforts or our prayers; bat the guilt of 
tbdii! oppreflnsors is still unwashed away^ and no 
^ifV9^ti&m of repentaiiQe or cdntrition appears in 
ittieir conduct; hardened in sin^ they seem r^soked 
to fiU iq> the treasure of their iniquity j-r-blood- 
^ff^th ^^y ^^^ determmied to go. down to Hb^ 
gmveajmpemtenti \(i&the curses of Almighty rea- 
geancWitm their heads. , 

• . .1 

Yet tliese rneis^ tiidogh they noirer can mate 
atonem^t for .the mischief they have do»e> in the 
event of the emancipation of the Slaves taking 
plac^ have (lie effrontery to ask a oompemAtion 
,gf pfii is9S tkan sixty-fmtr milttons (^ nume^ m 
the ^(flie^ vak^ qftlmr Skma! When, I ask^ 
was it evfor heatrd to be a principle of tibe^fingUsh 
lawj^ liiat a n^im should be sdObwed to take advaa- 
^e of his ow^ wrong? But, unfortunate^ the 
spirit of that law has not yet reached tiie W«st 
Indies. 

B 2 
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I will not stop^ or condisflceiid to enquir^ what 
proportion this proposed compensation of sixty- 
four miUions in reality bears to the alhffed va- 
lue^ of an alleged prop^iy^ tiie right to whicl^ as a 
first principle^ I deny;— though allowing the right 
of property, for the sake of argument merdy> I 
confess myself utterly unable to see the great value 
of a property that requires this country to sacrifice 
an ammed expenditure of two ndlUans sterling, 
to maintain the slave-mast^s in their authority: 
yet such is ihe case. The public are not generally 
aware^ though no man (for the sake of his own pri- 
vate interest even,) ought to be ^orant of it, that 
a duty of ten shillings per cwt. is laid on the Eaist, 
more than on the West India Sugar, to protect the 
interest, and alleviate the necessities, of the West 
Iikba Planters, who sell their Slaves like cattle, 
and drive them to the field with a cart-whip! 

But, is there really so monstrous a principle 
to be advocated, as that a man is to be protected m, 
and have the possession of, that which he has wrong- 
fully obtained, confirmed unto him, because its pos- 
sesion is an advantage? I trow noj:. Notibing in 
the world can be assumed more destructive of right, 
and the siecurity of property, if a man has pos- 
sessed himself of an estate, the right of which be^ 
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loi^ to nie/id his hijastice to be perpetuated, and- 
my right destroyed, beclause he can say in courts 
"^its possession is a benefit V^ That is the very reason 
, why r should seek a restitution of my property; and 
the same reason leads the poor Slave to pray for' 
the restitution of those rights, that have been too 
loiig wtd^held^irom him already ; rights which I feel 
it almost infamy tooompai*e with the g(M and silver^ 
of thi» world, or its equivalent in value; the clyms - 
(rf which may nevertheless be powerfully illttstrated 
by such an argument 

-If, however, 'the wrong-doer cannot produce a 
sufficient reason, why he should continue his injus-' 
tioe to the exclusion of my rights ; much less, I 
presume, would he expect me to present him with' 
the value of my property, as a compensation for 
his loss; What would any court of justice, or 
equity, m the world, except in the West Indies, 
say to such ah application ? And even there, if the 
question in litigation was between a white man 
and a tdkite man, it would not be aillowed for a 
moment And surely I should think, and think 
justly, that, though the recovery of my proper^ 
diigfat be ruinous fo him who unjustly detained it> 
hehtasA possessed it> and its advantages, already too 
long; 'and thatt if compensation was demanded at 
all, it oi^ht to be by me, who suffered the loss, 
by the knavery of my opponent No doubt the West 



Indwnplaiiter.caii see the fofqe of ibis peaaoBii^: 
w^ epough, wltere his o^. mteiBrt is concenied.} 
hot no* sooner is. it appli^ to tte ca^e (tf the pour 
lieffco9»3 than a lAuckvett is demn wer i% bia 
vjsioQ, .becomes darkened^ wdrhemUmtgee^ 

\ TStotigb, therefore, we panqot by i»y'p^ 
loaki^ €i ,G«ni|ieiisalion to tbe Slave fi)r his 4iifmii%s^ 
the. impeigbus iiaUii pf the most sacred jiisjliQe,iaiid^ 
dilfy demand; tl^iat^ wedod^hat we caa^ ^ To r^et 
unto Caesar the things that are- Ca9sar'%'' is a ckit^ 
iDciilc^ted by; the moat iadisputai^le afitiuHi^ty^f— 
an minority ^ that has dedared itself to he **ito re- 
specter of personSj^'^-and would> tiiereferf, apply 
the doctrine as impartially to a ^laye as to an Mrnp^ 
rpiv But no sooner are the claims of justioi^ made 
tp appear^ and si*pport|^ by in:esistibie argumeat^ 
tftan a s^scless cry of pr<H;rastj®atioa i$ raised-* 
* ilHow/' say Uiey, " is not the fit time fpr eraancipat 
tio^;— freedom would be ratjjer a curge. tbim a* 
blessing, aqd the, igimfint, u^ Slwe>. 

Wpirffl be iTiiaed at his owp gre^jpi^tj?' andhairiag 
tlie power to g»ye, or withhc^c(,4JM3riae<je$liary mi^ 
s^^Oi entifely depiffldeat upoa^ themselves, I 
ti^ it, if the British'Parfiaw^nti and the Bffilisk 
paWic, wffl slumber upqn swfGb, a reason, it wiH be 
JcMig ewtigh before tt^t r«^s9u wiH he t««»ved, or 



DM^<tep advwoedTtoward rthe gr^^ object df t>ilf 
vthA^BB. The gHa^eimH %e left to^die ia hm^chauut^ 
wl^iidbid^^aiAnaiice^ fiariiish'aii iKCdosefcMrlM sbr 
^^17, fioid liii^ tdoHrerjr witt iiliraish, m the mind :of Us 
toaster^ a t^Mr^Mi^ ^ipdlogtjr finr his ignon m h 
It is as fiiti 'to e^epeot good and jmtifce^ to be pro^ 
duced % such a posture d* thii^gs^ as for a inaa^ 
e»^t)^ to'^prim at tJiei end of UspaXh^ >/^iile oimti* 
tfyaliy tiuvettkig a ciitie. Ulifoittunately^ many of 
i^ friends 0f ttie N^;r6 hate lii^ened to ibis pro^ 
pesal tff delay> as bearing a teasottaUe afl^eet ; 
Mt €(Hmdieri&gy 4^t at best^ it is b«t matter «tf 
sp«i^ida*ioti, that a iStter time will ever amte; or^ 
ftat a perioid can ever oofttunence^ when:^osAioe witt 
fitkn-e lou^y oalL ^ Of all the foes to tbeM00m{ilidii4 
fiifent^^irbjeets^ grand or good^ procitdsitmaiian 
ii^ ttfe wMt i^si^asj^^4he biott<H|fttiM ^t itself 
()Mid ^Ottenish )ii0resp6Qbusi«eas9»i^^ 
diD^^ when applied to ^imm hindeiMioe« mdi 
(Mary in the ^t«ay of an ^ei^ttablefMipose^ hy assume 
kig^the gsd^ i»f«taat^ of^ight, a^lhe rmms^^fo^ 
6f p^ttdsnd^^nd ea«rtioii. 'Truly is dejay saabtoJlK 
^datigei^ottS^^and nbe4hiefioftii»e« 

be abc«lm|ilii^ei ^^laj^^"^'^ a in@^im «^ 'iidikilr 
p^i^bcticalnieil are^vv^ac^pteinleill^the vidhiii of ^liUqh' 
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they leam t0 Mtimate in tiior prhrateimwatkMui ; 
it:]s only "vvtoi haiiimity,*---d«ntarMted boman^^ 
beeones its object, that tv6 gimr coM^aad dfcink 
fiont itsimmeiUate applicalioiL Let the ifOWiof 
.d»6kndsoffrMdoni>tbeii9 be reiterated in the earn 
of tiie m&m and its goYemment, until justice be 
dowito tii^ :iSlave> and redress be obtwHed* I 
hicyvr very well that the straightHforward eflmiDi|Mi- 
tionof tiie West Indian Slave popuh^on^ has beep 
ca&ed tiie ohimi^ra ofn madman^ and hitterto isndi 
deehmationfaassiHsceeded; bat I have yet to leam 
tiie reason why^ and am free to cosdfess mj: ignor 
ranee why it should be so. i would IraibfiMoraiMl 
wiiat d&gi^e of physical force> either m namb^ or 
bodily poww> would be llii^^by added to the 
70(MNX> Slaves in the West Are we become flo 
piicdle as to wppose^ that the instant aman is made 
free, his stmgtii^ intel%ence^ andinclii«ation to do 
haim^ become double ? Or are we to imagine %ve 
are u host of bdi^ hovering in the.anrof thi^ia^ 

BHBfdierey who .will be^ so ravidied at audi an evefl4 
asito.desceod^ and add the^ number fto that of the 
chainless negroes, to provoke them to retribution? 
Yet something as ridiculous must we believe^ as 
oredulous as old women .mnsA we become, before 
yi$e can reasonably conclude, that la body of men, 
equal to keep in subjectkm ^^ galled^ in^nlted, and 
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deef^ 'injured pdfaMimi^ dailMtf96#fiMnii'1iiei 
oAw^ mhkioi iiMilte aiad itijilries hav^c^aded^ i#tMii 
Uaiiiaw>kflS'8iioceed)ed' to craeltyy and die fiHuvw 
in idtoiited/to €be iMjoyosrat of dieMMertai^gs IM 
IvUdvOtaygicAaii. Ontbeotberliatri^if itistoto 
i»MM«0d>diat M great ^m wtses^rk of •AtMiigttI 
iritf be flficbided io the 8bBMM by emmx^paiim^ M 
wfllJcd|y teitd torprov^liie disptk^^ 
>of Aeb* presMt^cxniditHiii. . ^ 

. We ledm from five federations ot'lke plMttM 
tJtanisMves^ itett tiiey liave been nnabteiopp^vent 
tovAmaildokiB, «aid; tdllt^ <iky iro^^ remttlte, ted^ 
plai^,' ttidthirt: toditiTf foroe alone ,c<Mdd keep tlie 
msurffimts down. True or false^ let tH^t^ be'tdiM 
upon their own ground^ and the answer is^— then 
you know their foift^e^ yon karvia Iried tlMlfarslrengtti^ 
you bain^oome to ttie' combat^ and<^taili^dnea8y 
victory^:— and you well know^ that for a oompaa^ef 
yearsy untH m opportanity hadbec^ afibrdeditiiem 
^s^kfiowing and raluii^ the.bleasings of aHegiaiMs 
emsttcipation- would not have made Atsm one ^jM 
stronger^oor your vktofy more doubtfU. 

If indeed the cme had been far more pilobleDUh 
^cbI : tban it is; i am afraid our eKUses^fwlim 
l»tyught to tiie standard of truiii^ wodd stiH be 
ftmnd jwanti^. ^ Let us then look at^tbe awfidiWr 



^Iqf of Jttstwe tO'^ Slsw>' jim^fMNweia ooBMlfM 
tfti^ dbMrMer of <iho06^'^^bi^ 4» diiil Aaljf^aai 
qi*y 4Q(iQ0;^ Hud ^ wlioae dramatiim? w deduM^hi 
be^fjMi'' WMb too pw»y of ift<w> i?ylKiift m k mmi 

tian^ I am sorry to say^ an a^pp^ toiMirQi^iffi^^ 
WiP:bHt,li^ av«il; wMe it ^Ik^ntans^^ho ittet, 
]iQt)»|i ,ai|fiiikimi(^ M by the m^tx^ the A4iMw|» 
wdJttte.iitK^hiQf tbe Juaddt, fojr ""Q^jBrnA m 
^ ^ii! tJuNig^ anditbe ^iwy of |>&MB'haFa Afey^ 

](s Qcw^ ;Wii^ %fiii^> to bo cbangsed to a ^hqi^oq c^ 
^cpAdimic^ji j^-'^nd WQ ^^6; mw to 1^ ; cpwued 

b«air;of a f^ to do jr}gbti-'**a i^to^clii^ \fUdi w^w 
^fJ^.i^oM tksA l.mimwh&D^ has eirer Jbeeii aiihcr 
acknowledgfidi or aftod t^ieKX^ b^ tiie .BiitiiA 
Govenmieiit Toll the mimsters they dare not at- 
tempt flu) bomft^soatoi^ of AlgsbrSf forinala^ 
heciemso tiiey are afraid >of tiia cbimecpeiKBW ; tdH 
tikbnk^ tbatjif.a questioa df datioaal htmoat orad^ 
vaafa^. were at .atals^ «Mttth ctor .dM ioinetemib 
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en^ifis^f lUey dafe* not vtmUeaia the lightsB of tb^ 
omsiiti^p'fstf fear!t>f flie efenty^aiid ibeiii.lbbk m 
ftc^rftcta^i add tell iw tbe^Kptessien^iof'iBimiTt 
(MiAUidD^iimt afaiolig. 4ib3iii.. . And * shall; im/jXH&i 
alcibk 'Omk ttie txdb oC jbarfice Ufwheit^ptier^ 
4to<ilriio| /*aitd..&€M0 raoe of .umi^: and 4lide 0w 
coiaani httMk thim^h /^v*'^ Wte^Ti^.ibewlfar 
todo fiig^hify dhs^^ estoiiae'^nddn^.-ii^^ 
€# dkltmr B^ bearing ihe nsmf».4^& JBuitoBS^: 
Slei4< tuiAtijanr txetaae -bcforoS . Gowa^^ .dnd 
^snidfy^ ; ainfr^ ^aid-io be alnlMt iitvatiEible lecHnM' 
paifioniii ) land tbc^iMAimeiit^ifc new txmie irali in 
pmdhm^- J iroidd^rimle,tbw6{ia«fo finr ttmr^aiift 
of .i^n^ laad pafaroaob ihen for the little cave fta&f 
hbvet tedseE^ftoi dierwh !tbe /dhiBtoctiar^<«iprhidi^ all 
IM JvmMi ojMvl n» atiachtod id' thd ^nafaa. th^ 
Hatei 4M I mi< iBidwitimtit'taoDly agraiaad 
esieii9e^ aai<thai if my feoir exisia ait ^ii^ it isi fin! 
Ibci ^vihtrmhjl^ tibe aiijiStfi^ .for iidikh ihlts hM% 
and 9tiDr<k>iitii^e4»l0'b6> 'tite root of attttis^/eioL 
But* lit theoibdmdiifti ip&mbaa^ tiimi^ 

ei d.few diixjlrklttifdeapotil^ to be pveferved to iiie 
best internist add birthni^t of W^Dk;^ tiaiefl ttiMnr 
number of fellow-men? Will thinkings conscientious 
mi,€n» giw t^ W aii^ .t« siich a .^gro^^^or will 
th^lf not is^hprri^s ^> wi1tln QJV^ \fi&xi and voiije, 
a»^ ^y^ « ^e ^iU no jpfl^be gnUty qf i;Ma 3i|f P* 
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rif the di»^rlv6mto%entieft gfMtertUtait isyft 
wocdd ibvniib no n^onad excuse for a dcMKetion 
ftwB jttsdM. Oqr duty is, to'lobbtbftt danger 
bcMty in tiie ftee^-^to coiiftoDt it like inen^ and to 
Aom te 'die^ wn^ld^ that tcf^ dare do leiykt. iMk 
lUiiben be no l<Mlger a reim>ad^ anda byo^wocd, 
a proverb^ and a 8c6ra; let us not, xm tte^mie' 
baad^ retain^ otnr.GOontraance for (crtelty andop^^ 
piessioD, vAdi&y miii an inc(Hisistimcy^':fiB|)os8iUe 
toibe reconciled* with oA* conduct in»1bk respect^ 
^vre^are wkb the oHne^, -dispensing <i^ bread of 
eterasd U% to a dark and benighted iforld* Let; 
us be up^' and be doirig, and no longer^ ottt o^ 
t^ndamess to a niercile»aet of mm^ deal inti^sK 
balfttteasusesy ii^ich will neirari be ofrany airaM^^ 
We may; sit by the side of our^ Sfe% siirroiHMfed 
by dMiestic comforts ;and blesstegs/ afand msk 
long enoi^ %bA &e poor SttaveS' coiAd eigoy ibe 
same; but wishes^ m^ely asaioh^ are vain^ aosd 
the best ii^jentions^ without beii^ pot into ^ecu- 
timi^ are perfectly useless* It i& mockery^ to say^ 
^'beye wwmed^ and be y&elotiied^ and not to 
, give the things tiiat areuecessuy thereto*'' 

• Our duty, then, is to dd right, uncaring conse- 
quences ;— and leave flie event to that Being, who 
will smile upon the intention, and who, as a pro- 
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vociO&tt to such a good word and work^ «liftisr com- 
manded US to ^do'' (modi less to contmue) ^vk^ 
teiice to no man." We hare no longer My excuse 
for delay; eveiy day of delay is proverbialiy ddn- 
geroos^ and in no case more so^ than "wbentke 
conflict is between duty and int^^st^ and mercy 
tmd a^rice. Delay^ in a thousand inBtaiices^ has 
caused justice to droop^ stifled the weak vokle of 
mercy^ and given victory to the crafly and tiie 
. wicked. Delay^ appears to be all that the Colo- 
nists de^re^ and they know it will sitoomplish tiieir 
end; witii a promise to give satisfaction in a to^ 
inofTow^ 'that is never to conie^ they hope to lull 
the voice of the jnst^ and stifle the cry of the 
merciful. Conscientious men^ believing that the 
ground-work of promises is^ sincerity^ are dispo- 
sed to accept protestations^ whicb^ if they would 
look hito the various Colonial Acts of Melioration, 
and see the artful, and often wretehed shifts nmle 
use of, ti^ get rid of every wholesome regulation^ 
tiiey uMiuhl be mMe justly disposed to dkksredit, 
or deny. And :^us tiie iron is suffered to cool 
upon the anvil, before it is moulded into any use- 
ful shape; and when cold, the next step will be to 
throw it into some obscure comer, to rest in obii- 
vibn, because it is fit for noising. 
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Be 90t ^Meived/ iliQr0fore^ ye who hftye, Hk? 
milk d luunan kindne^a in your ]^Qflp|a% chor 
come down from yp^r wit|eh tower^ foni^y a^ 
idly iniiigiiaiig^ ibut tb(^ who are ^^gogeA'm ^ 
^soimmm of Slav^ry^ wSl ev« fi^rwunl th^ woi:k 
of emancipi^tioii ; aiS: aoon slmll the ^sop l)eoQiiie 
darkened^ and the moon ttiraed into blood^^ m 
aoom shall the douds dart forfli li^t, .or the oceao 
ilhiminate the ytofid. 

Th&se are oiber reasons why those, who t^ebut 
rising into co-oporation with the ^powei^^tbat; be,^ 
should have attenticm kept alive in tkejjr, hearts, 
to this most beneficent object^ that a ww^smim 
^advocates, if unhappily need so require, be 
not Wanting to carry on the cause. A» ladividfial^ 
we have been apt to rest, sayitig to owselirep^iv- 
4fa)se who have already done so much, will teave 
nothing undone, that zeal can accom^ish^ raid 
propriety, dictate. But they, let "w Mmembw, 
will so€» be laid low in the dnst ) ikek heada al« 
already gvown grey witli years of service M the 
N^roesVQaut^> and though glory will fin* ei^r .^Id 
their tombs, and the teard of Aftici^^anbalm tl|^ 
nM^ory,*Hthou^ they hmg dead» shall yet t^p^ih 
it will be but by the stiU voice of posthuqioiMs 
example and precept, that will only be heard 
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hy mk metfeiiid and good ;^*^1heM wm&b Ikf f (wsed 
up to^catch the failing mantle^ wiieneMevkdescrai^i 
wberewitii to smite asunder the waters of th^t 
Jordan^ ndpich dividis m feom tite pfxHiubs^ 
tond. . 

Letiw Jiic&iridual^ wfaower he be^ ih\tk ynual^ 
90 i]udgii^a»t^ as to iinagiaehis hdp can notiui^ 
avaft; tiie same ailment wiHi every cme^ would 
ram the cause filr ever/ while the contrary^ wouhi 
accomfiliiE^ it in a day. -The largest masses are 
coa^sed o£ miinxte particles, aad the moirt 
powMftai tomes am made up q£ individu^ men; 
an adraiM^e/ bf6ne inch eac^ day, wouM i^ time cir^ 
cumsciibe therglobey-^and our o^onenls are w% 
enough to know, that a retreat, in like degree, 
ninotold soon i^fectuiiPy distance u# frotai our 
abject; letthemtakecarethattbeydonot push tiki 
retrograde movement, until hnffitttde ea$t shall 
hmommbmffitucleuie&lf and tlie goal be approached 
Smm A cpiartar, of whicdi they are not intwe^ 
Let me not however be misunderstood^-^1^ tt not 
be jsmj^Kteed, J am ^nly for approajdiing the Ql:||j.eot 
OTfrinchat atime, — on the contrary, I will«iaintain 
that the Slave has a right to be free, and a right 
to foe free mow,— for the right which is sought to 
be bound by law, is beyond all law, andf a right 
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upon which no le^lation con be valid* Mai^ 
have denied this doctrine, and have appealed to 
Ae practice of most nations in all ages, in support 
of tiieur opinions ; an appeal that is quite out of 
the question, for, though no Slavery in the wMld 
can be adduced, comparable to the Slavery of the 
British West Indies for cruelty, this would only 
prove, that other nations have been less mi^wt 
than we, and not that even they have been blame- 
less; while the Slavery (if it could so be called,) 
of the Holy Scriptures, required and enjoined^ for 
the household servant, (for he was nothing woive, 
and certainly nothing less,) a parHdpaium in the 
tenets of the hwy as well as a liability to its cor- 
rections, and ultimate freedom at his choice. 

With r^^rd to the freedom of the West Indian 
Slave, and the source from whence it is to proceed, 
experience abundantly testifies, that it is no SK»re 
likely to be candidly vouchsafed, by those who 
are iirterested in its contuiance, than ever k was/ 
On the contrary, every hinderanee is supplied^ 
that ingenuity can invent; and often, to^ tkwgh 

■ ■ ' ' ■ ' ■ " "!F 

* Of coarse I wonld be understood to say, that no le^gislation can 
be valid, that restricts a nian'« freedom, so as to make him a slave ; — I 
do not wlih to be inspected of condemnini^ tbat legfoltttion, which regu- 
lates and directs the use of freedom, for the general ^neiit of society. 
Uod forbid! 
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0119 nay wall blush to dedare k, by tlie mast di-« 
Feet add! ^hameloss sacrifice of truth. 

The most apparent and effectual rneans^ is doubt- 
less to be fbond in tiie Bntish Legislature ;*-^d 
how it is ^kst that enlighteued body of men, can 
hai^e se often rejected the opfMnrtuaities presented 
to them by the Negro's Friend^ to wipe off that deep 
stain from our national honour and justice^ is imare 
than I can divine. Is it because^ in the uproar 
and tunuflt of a war but lately ended^: the oies of 
mercy from beyond the A.tlantic could notbeheaid? 
That*eattse has ceased; and now, in a time of pror 
fbmid peace, there is not even the shadow of a plea^ 
why justice should not be done,*— done speedily, 
and done to its utmost extent. 

Parliament 1^ been petitioned again and agaio> 
till the friends of freedom are almost tired with writr 
ing their names. Every argunmit, that ought to 
convince the judgment, and ev^ry appeal, that 
ought to have meUed the heart, luis been afqplied 
in vain ; and we are thrown back on our own re? 
soufoes, in the denial of more powerftd coopera- 
tion, to try VihBt individual exertion ^ 

The idea of accomplishing so grand and noble 

c 
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an ci^ect, by the peaceabk and Aii^/ association 
of individuals^ doubtless appears to imply a hope* 
less trust ; more like a phantom of glory^ that 
never can be grasped, thim a substantial and 1^^ 
giUe realify. Te the man, ,who m^eljracts from 
a sense of bumanity, I.would say, call to mind the 
history of tiie nations of die world, and you wffl 
perceive that tiie most striking events have afanost 
invariably been bro^ight about by some simple cir* 
cumstanoe or other, tmiiing upon a pivot, accord- 
ing to human ajqiearance, scarcely adequate tosup- 
port the most common occurrence of life : and, ta 
the Christian I need only add, ^ with Godtall tiungs 
are posisible." 

The author of an eloquent and powerfuUy writ- 
ten pamphlet, lately published, has pointed out the 
means by which so desiraUe an ol^ect may be ac- 
complished, and that right speedily; it is to be lar 
mented that the same able hand, that chaUced o«it 
the plan, dad not develop tke arrangement for its 
extended execution, and cafl at once upon all the 
friends of jfretdom for an instant and decisive com? 
inencement of opcarations* This plan is fininded 
upon the basis of that attempted, or rather pro- 
posed, more than twenty years ago, — To Abstain 
FROM TBfi Use of West India Sugar! but the 
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faxmy oiam age prevailed> and the eause of seveff 
Ituiidred thousand of our Mow-iHeiff was aban- 
doned. When put into the scale, to we%b against 
the interest of some, and the palate of otbets, 
their groans were'ttnheard, their tears- weire unseen, 
and the scats of their bodies, ihe effeets of the cart- 
whip, with the clanking of thehr chmns, no long^ 
excited compassion ; but the wretched men were left 
. to perish, both as it regarded their temporal and 
eterhal condition, ^ without God and without hope 
in (he world V* The sacrifice of luxury, for tkeit 
sake^ was deemed a price too-^-eat, and the Negro 
is still in his fetters, endimng^ the horrors of the 
most merciless system of slavery that ever existed 

The pl*n now brought forward isf not to- be ftiet 
by such ofcjectiohs ; it does net propose to deprive 
us of what, from a luxury, has become a comfort, 
if not a necessary, but only to drmo our supply 
from another, and more innocent y source. Fetch 
it from the Eiisr instead of the West, use East 
IniUia Sugar for one year, and success is morally 
certain. The East is able to supply you to aii^ 
extent, and the only reason^ why this plan has fK>t 
accom^ished itself , is, because ano&er rivet has 
been added to the chain of the Slave, in the jshape 
of a duty of ten shillings per cwt. more upon the 

C2 
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«iigar of the latter than that of die former^ for the 
avowed purpose of saving the already falling for- 
tunes of the West India Sugar Planters frooi ruin. 
If we once allow oursdves to deviate from justice 
and rectitude^ we know not to* what lengths we 
shall go^ and this is a remarkable instance. . In 
fomier times^ the argument for Slavei^y ^^ (how* 
ever ipadequate^) that it provided sugar from the 
plantations^ cheaper tlian it could be otherwise or 
elsewhere obtained: and now^ (unaccountable rear 
soning!) Slavery itself furnishes the argument, why 
every poor man in Great Britain should pay a penny 
a pound fnore for his sugar than he otherwise 
would do ! 

The interest of the country combines wiiji the 
friends of humanity^ to ga on; to iliis purpose I 
call upon men of influence^ who are the enemies c^ 
Slaveiy^ to bestir themselves^ and take flie subject 
jnhand. LetaPuUic Meeting be called^ an^a 
iPublic Company f(^rmed> to encwrage the Con- 
mmptum (^East India Sugar ^ without fee oi; prp- 
fit to themselves : let them make iigeirts of .the gro- 
c^s in every town and village in the kingdom :' let 
,them circulate tracts, to linake known their otgect, 
and print their benevolent intentions on the wrap- 
per of every poimd they sell : let every endeavour 
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be used to sift)rd it cheaper than tbe West lotf ai 
Skigar : sell it but one/artMng per pound cheaper, 
aad the phm will so ineyttably recommend itself to 
that most vulnerable part of a man^ his pockety 
that calculatiofi is problematical indeed^ if success 
be not certain. May it not be worth while for tiie 
Honourable East India Company to consider^ whe^ 
flier^ in a commercial point of viefw, it does not 
behove fliem to furnish every possible facility in th6 
price^ quality^ and quantity of their saccharine 
produce^ i^ by this mekns, the British Islands 
should be more fully opened to its consumption ? 

It is an unthankful office to anticipate objections^ 
and where the interest of a West India Planter is 
concerned^ he will take care they shall come time 
enough, and want no vehemence of enforcement to 
obtain a hearing ; but there is one point, on which 
tiie querist after mformation might ask, whether the 
ruin of the Hanter would not involve the ruin of 
the Slave ? By no means; the probability is, that 
it woidd serve them both, for on no plantations are 
tiie sufferings of the Steves so great, or the Ran- 
ters so poor, as on tiiose where sugar is the staple 
commodity! To say the least of i^ the master 
would be driven to raise provisions and cattile, the 
native products of the isldnds, by which his half- 
;starved Slaves would procure enough of food to 
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supply the cmyings of m^tiHre^ attd he Mved from 
djdog with hunger^ To talk of the ruin of a Slave, 
is, iodeed^ gratuitous asough; how can he be 
rumed? Can he &D farther, who is already sunk 
to the lowest degree ? Can he be more dest^te 
than he is? Any chmige in Us circumstances may 
^better his ^condition, but nothing can reaider it 
worse. When every thing he has is in the jpower, 
and at the will, of a merciless master, what more 
has he to lose ? When it is too much to call body, 
0T blood, or wife, or diildre», or house, or con- 
science his own, of what more can he be deprived? 
Utter destitution is, truly, the very groundrwork of 
his lively; and all he has, or is, or doe^, is but 
for the benefit of his' master. The horse aad the 
ox have a portion more tenderly 4eait out to them 
in this country, ^lan the poor Slave ! The danming 
colour of his skin, and his peculmsities of body, 
have, in tiie opinion of his white master, praapiiybed 
him a p^rticipation in tiie general bene^ fiuit.be-- 
long ta mankind. Would to Qod that his wUte 
master woidd abhor the devil as much for Ms de- 
formity, we shoidd then see less of his works, and 
the pow Slave would have fer less reason to.cow- 
plain of the assumed simflarity of complexion. . 

The motives that might induce a remission of the 
wrongs of the slave, are neither destroyed or weak- 



39 



ened; becaose iiiey ktve noi yet prodoced thi^ de- 
mred etkct ; nor have the arguinefits^ that formcdy 
applied to his coaditkni^^at all lost their Ibrce. 
What WM Shy&cy, with all its West Indian ccm- 
comitsnts^ . is West Indian Slavery still; and what 
was the ri^t^ the universal birtb-rigfat, q£ man, 
^^ continues to be so; the state of the ^gument^ 
in this respect^ is' precisely the same that it ever 
was ; except^ Ihat so shameftil a delay^ in the time 
of res^tution^ mSts, if it be possible^ for a more 
4:^mplet^ and decisive remedy for the injury* 

By n^ny (tm iias been regarded as a political 
question merely^ and the watch-cry of a party ; but^v 
however important in a pditical point of yiew> such 
is not tiie true foundaticm upon which it stands ; it 
reie^ upon higfa» ground ; it looks to a nobler ob- 
ject^ aiKl breaAes the true spirit of philanthropy ; 
consecrated by justice^ a»d hallowed by mercy^ it 
reposes its trust on the immutable altar of Ood. 
Theiaw^ whiditiie Divine Bdmg has proiiHilgfd;ed^ 
is Ae rule by whid it acts^ and it teadbes the ex- 
ercise (^that mercy untoall men which its advocates 
would desire m return. /^ The merciful shall find 
marcy,** is one of its precepts^ that inseparably 
connects its justice^ with the performance of a most 
^^u^redjmd imperious duty. 
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Hie fiateraal and {Miitical oMigaiioD8> under 
which we lie^ to rid the Slave of 1m chains^ is in- * 
deed great, bat oar mocal duty is &r greater ; for 
it includes both the Ibnnery with aB the force of 
everjudiristian law and duty superadded To^iove 
oar Jiejghbour as ourselves^— to foi^e as we ex-, 
^ect to befofgrrra, — ^to administer to fliosewhoi are 
aflUcted, and in distress,— to do good unto all men^" 
and a.thousand similar precepts, promulgated and 
enjoined by the Omnipotent in power, apply directly 
to our hearts and consciences; and teadt us, as the 
climax of the evidence of our worthily bearing 
tiie name of christian, tha<^ ^ he that loveth God, 
will love his brother also^" May erery.man, who 
casts his eye over this page, who bearst&at name, 
before he againindu^ his appetite with the blood* 
bought luxury,, refiect upam the price U cost. Not 
eight^pence, or ten^pence, or iwelvierpence, or four* 
teen-pence the pound only^ but^ooiss, and wmmd$y 
and death. As he sweetens his tea, let him reflect 
<m the bitterness at thi^ bottom of the cup. Let him 
brmg the subject home to hislieart, and say, as he 
truly may, ^s lump cost the poor Slave a groim, 
and thisy a bloody stroke with the cart^whip ; and 
for this, perhaps, wovn down by fatigue, and 
wretchedness, anddespak, he sonic under his mise- 
ry, and died t And then, let him swaltow his bever-- 
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age with ivbat app^fe be may. But fo so pre- 
pofltePfNis a lengik has avarice oiitied its votariec^ 
that thewfiHare has been tlenied a brotiierfaood wifli ' 
ibe baman family:^ even in name ; and has been 
freqnenfly designated in the Colodtal Acts> as 
^*of so brottth a nature^^ as ndt ta be wortby to be 
jdedt with^ as a membcar of tibe hnman race ! ! ! A 
hundred years hence^ will thisasscdoonbe beMeved 
to be true ? Yet I imagkie there is no man living, 
whose irinit is sofficieiitly bronzed, to dare, for \m 
own credit aake^ to give it tiie lie;— certaiiily no one, 
but hnn, perhaps, who may be so ignorant as xuA 
to know^ that abmidant evidence exists, of such a 
jsentiment having bten repeatedly recognised and 
dfedeared^ by the collective wisdom of Gokmial As'- 
semblies. I remember, once, tohaVe heard a gen^ 
tlemcm jocosely rdate a story, of the most horrid 
craelty practised upon a Negro Slave ; and being 
r^fnroved for his contumacy, turned round with 
what be tkmght a sufficient answer to every ob- 
jection ;-^^ to/, my dear sir^ you should remember 
he toas a black P^ Horrid crime^ tb be of the com- 
pleKion God made hkn E If cobar is to be the cri- 
teiiott of T%ht, I would fain know of ^isgentkinan 
of what Gonipiexion was Adam, or Noab,~that 
we may be able to determine wh^her white or black 
has detericxrated firom tiie original stock ? 
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liicoiisifiteiit as sudi dedarations are, both to 
reason and common senscy thej are not more so 
tinan is oor every day practice ;--a practice that 
places riffkt, not upon the foundaticm of jn^tice, 
i)ut in a climftte or a name. What we are caHed 
upcm to believe, is a sy^m of nmtsy. ]& the 
.West Indies, is horrid and devilish tyrsmn^ at 
Algiers, too bad for the powers of language to 
describe; and what has been so tenaciously 
•suf^rted in the British senate, as law, and in the 
.field, and on the ocean, by costly sacrifices of 
native bbod, in the West,— has provoked a<^iisade 
to the East, to destroy a eastern, declared to be 
^ not fit to live.'' Whale the struggle of Grwce 
for her independence, has been hailed in this coun- ' 
try by the shout of enthusiaffli, and received every 
commiseration and assistance she could desire, — 
the West has been dduged vrith blood, by the 
hands of our executioners, because the poorfibves 
attempted to assert their lmr(li*r%htfix»n a Slavery, 
Incomparably more dreadM than evar was ixif&cbdd 
tipon Greece^ The hands of &e manshyer are yet 
reeking with blood,-^tiie tears <^ the widow and 
orphan still continue to flow,-'-and scores oi un- 
pitied victims^ to groan «ut tibdr miserable exis- 
tence, in dungeons and in chains. If any .argu^ 
ment can posisibly ayafl, to nmse the mtnd of the 
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fBriiirii PaUicto the sorrows of the Slaves^ it is tte 
hek^^tisat everyday bmgs fresh victims to the altars 
^of crucify; each day^ frerii blood is spilt^ and 
^^esh *go% aceuiaulated. l[li^ have digjged 
xiowB tiie altar of God> and killed his prophet^ 
what qime can we expect/ a& tiie uUimatinn of 
Aonan ^prairity^ to 'fill' i^ (he measure of their 



After the experience we have had of opiH-esnon 
and wrong, to which every day is adding fresh tes- 
tknony, it woald be idle, indeed, to expect an 
aanefioiation of the condition of the Slave, as Ihe 
free-will offering of his master ; mudi less that free- 
^lom, which alone ought to satisfy bis wishes, 
should be gn^itoosly vouchsafed. To the con- 
sideration of their own self-interest, the Planters 
have, however, been sufficiently alive ; ik> object, 
that they could be brought to believe would con- 
dnoe to tiiat end, has been lightly treated, 
dr easily abandoned by them. Before, then, I 
bring Ihese s^ctures to a close, I will take the 
liberty to addreast a few words to these gentlemen. 

And to you, O Ranters, I appeal b---I do not 
Mm lay before y^u, the justice and right of a 
cause you have tranced under foot, or call you t6 
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the exercise xif, a vk&toy, UmAj #beli a Sbv^ is ik 
qiiestioiii 18 a straoger to yotir bearts. Yoid- esure 
have been too long aecufrtjomed to the sound of the 
lash, and your eyed to its effects, to allow me to 
alter upon so h^pdess a tadc: ; bnt I wonld sariond^ 
call your attention, to the situation in which yoor 
fittaves standi in vcfotion to tiie rest of tlie world. 
Darkness has passed, and is passing away from the 
nations, and when kfwwkdge has increased^ free^ 
dom will retgn, it is beyond the power of man to 
{»r6vent it ! Are you so blind, as not to see the 
rapid strides intellectual improvement is making in 
the earth;— or so blind, as not to see sudi effects 
must foMow, as surely as a cause will produce an 
efifect? However slowly the cause nray be work- 
ing, however imperceptible to your eyes, the e^t 
is nottiie less certain; there is a mine beaieaili 
your system, that, unless it be reformed, will 
blow it and its supporters to destruction; and the 
ovly m&oM to avoid it, is to abrogate the system 
altogether. You cannat for ev^ remain lords 
and masters of men's bodies and coiisc»wces,— the 
world, I tell you, is becoming too wise ;— a few 
more years holding <m in your present course, will, 
itrequires no prophet to foretel, bring yourltuthority 
to a termination, in a manner, I hope, for the sake 
of humanity, never to see realized. The sooner 
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you m9k0 a benefit (^ o^oeaaity^ the better ; ye^ii 
may sftve sometfaii^ frpqi tbe nvreck of your lio^ 
iiaw> tk^ you will in vain lookfer^ whm luod^er- 
^ ruin shall en$u^. bi the same of God, .^ttm, 
consent to give to the $lave }ii» freedom ; give it hun 
"wbSjd you fan do it vntix a grace> and attadi. him to 
ypur mteresty by mercy on your part, and tfaaak- 
fidness on hia, before he shall arise in vengeance;^ 
to demand it with an uissparing hand* 

But I imagine I hear your loud lav^h, and see 
the indignant smile on your countenances^ at a {m>- 
posal of conciliating between the Maiter and 
his Slaves; I imagine I liear the lash still louder^ 
and the stroke stfll quickened^ at the very thought r 
Imt^ on the other hand, I see (^ heaving of the 
dreadful vdicaDO^ on which you staiHt, smd hear the 
boding voice of its subtenran^tn thunder. I see 
from behind your footsteps the black clouds roll up, 
and the huiricsme come hurrying on ; desolation is 
everywhere; doudsof smoke by day, and|»llw3 
of fire by night, are the signs of its progress; 
ruin spreads abroad hU dragon-wings^ and shadows 
jthe whole land ; supinely you rest in your fimmed 
security, until the war-whoop of your seLMmanc^ 
pated legions shall wal^ the slumbermg echoes ot 
your mountains, and your woods, smd hurl a resist- 



less torrent of dismay on yoar fertile vales. It 
the recoUection of former injaries^ mercy will be 
ibqiotteD, unless, peradv^ntmre, the sacred doc- 
trines of €hristiaiBty» i»ych you have refused 
to fte Slave, may smnebow have reached him, 
and withheld the blow, in having taught him 
"topray for his enemies,^ and, « to do good to 
them that have despitefiiUy used and persecuted 
him." The godliness you have despised, will then 
become your only hope, and even that reftge will 
in general fail you, because, sought only in your 
extremity, for your own timfe-serving ends, and 
not for the glory or love of its Author. Your con- 
science will then do its office, arid sharpen its 
stings, and your blind eyes will be opened to see, 
tfcat the mearcj you refused to others, can scarcely 
be expected in return. The (Ugmty of your com- 
pksion wiU thien be no sanctuary, arid many will 
say, « Oh thatl were black !" As a last reftige, . 
you will apply unto Ck>d, whose image you have 
<lefeced, degraded, mocked, and insulted; but 
as the climte of despair, you will find the mouth 
of his pn^het alrieady provided with the anstver, 
*He who sitteth in the heavenis shall laugh you to 
scorn, he shsdl mock att j«ur calamity, and laugh 
when your fear cometh; when your few comefli 
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as d^solation^ and your destruction as a whirl- 
wind ! \^ 

To conclude; I will yet hope and pray, that the 
milder means may be effectual, and that ^ Ethiopia 
may yet stretch out her hands unto God," for the 
blessing of Freedom, returned as their Bihthbight, 
to her disconsolate sons ! For myself, I speak 
freely,— I would not live a Slave ; or if for a 
tiine, impatient only for the hour when I might se- 
curely break my chain : if I could do it without vio- 
lence to others, so much the better; if not. Free- 
dom IS MY BmTHRiOHT, in common with that of all 
men, and Freedom I would have ! And if any 
one should have the presumption to oppose my re- 
sumption of that right, let him abide the conse- 
quence ; ^ his blood be upon his own head." The 
sun that shines from the firmament of heaven, upon 
that gift of his Maker, should never look upon 
my chains. Yet, I cannot but feel thankful, that 
my lot is in a land, where no such dire necessity 
exists ; though I must ever lament, that that land 
should refuse, to any 6f its dependencies, the gift 
that God gave to mankind, when ^ he made of one 
blood all the nations of the world !" 
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